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NOTES ON SAGINAW RIVER FISHING,

BY D.C.RIDGLEY.

Bay City, Mich.,July 5, 1894,

Seginaw River rises 2 1/2 miles south of
Saginaw, Mich.,flows in & northerly diree-
tion for 23 miles end empties into Saginaw
Bay. It is formed by the union of three riv-
ers:

1. The Cass River from the east.

2. The Shiawassee from the south, and

3. The Tittabawassee from the north.

The river varies in width from 50 rods to
100 rods with an average width of perhaps
60 rods. Its averege depth at this time of
year is about 10 feet. The current at this

time of year is guite slow. In times of
heavy rains the river rises and the current

inereases, espeeielly in its upper eourse.



The emrrant below {8 not affected so greetly
by @ rise of water, as there is @ wider
flood plain for the water to cover than

there is above,

There are no natursl barriers in the riv-
er in the way of eascades or rapids; no dams
are eons;.mctod in the river, hensce fish
have an unobstructed waterway from the mouth
to the source of the Seginaw River, and also

ap some of its branches for 10 m,or more.

The river runs for its entire length
through a low, marsly region. Tha banks are
but little sbove the present level of the wa
ter. On either side of the river the coun-
try is very level for long distances. From
the river to the forest trees on ¢ither side
is @ Qistanas varying from 2 to 4 miles. The

intervening eountry is overgrown with a



heavy growth of different kinds of grass com-
mon to marshy tarritories. Oceasionally
along the bank a good grouth of willows is
seen. It is said that the river bottom st

places ies of mud, sand and gravel.

0ld eettlers szy that in an eerly day the
water of ths River wes very pure amd clear.
Of more resent years the river has dbeen ocon-
teminated to a very greet extsnt. This eon-
taminetfion may be traced mainly tc 3 eauses.

1. The lumbering snd tnilling industries
when the forests were being worked up. This
put into the river great quantities of saw-
duet, plunks, bark end other »>fuse from the
logs and mills. This means of contamination
is rapidly decressing, &s the forests along
the river mnd its brenclies e wall worked
up. St at the present time thers sre at

least 3 booms of logs in the river between
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Bay City 2md Saginaw. One sat Melbourne, at
least 1 1/2 m.in lenpgth e from 20 to 30
rode in width, ancther st e point 4 m.below
Serinsw 1/2 m.lorg and 20 rods wida, and a
third at Secinaw 1/2 m.long by 20 rods wids.

2. YMumeronx srlt Furke ware locsted
elors the river wher the mille were numeroue,
fe ths re'rusa wocd from the :nills wes used
tc everornte the sflt water. Thesa selt
hlocks threw 3ll waste mectoriel into the Riv-
ar, a™mM it is thought thet thLis cortaminated
tho water to the detriment of tire fish life.
Ur.Goo . W.Crgen, of Serginnw, leid esvecial em
rhasis on this source of contemination. As
mills huve stopped work, sanlt wclle have
ceased to he worked until thera arc only a
few salt works now 'in operation alons the
river,

The Gecrerss in the mwber of infills and

8alt welle 2lon~ the river seems to he bene-



fiting quite nercantihly the figh lile of
the river,

S. The third means of contamination of
the rivaer is the seware 2ml refuse of the
eities on its bank. Thie incroases with the
growth of the cities, but is not cmsidered
gs Adztrimentel to fish 11fe as the first two

mantioned mhove.

The 8cginew R.in an excellent stream for
figk »md e lrrce Mmber of men make river
fishing their hnusiness Muring the winter
rionths, the law of Mich.mivinr them the privw
fleme of fishine from November 1 to April 1,
2 rariod of § montha,

Our information soneerning vas
obtainsd meinly from 4 souroes:

1. Of Mr.EKdward L.Tmbl:j/!;outh Bay
City. He hes been a fisherman on the river

end is mequainted with the work alon~ the
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vh&lo eourse of the river. Tor the past two
vyeears he has been 8 ecormission wererant in
fish in icew York City during tne winter. He
thinks he hancles 25% of the fiaﬁ ceught on
Saginaw R.

2. Mr.John Carl, South say City, wno
works 3 nets daring the uinter, lishing &
little b~low the middle of tne raver.

8. Mr.jeo.¥.Green, of the {irm Green
Bros..Secinawv. e znas {ished ivr meny yoars,
but is now & figh Gealer in Segzginew, e has
the best opportunity to know the fishing as
worked above Raginaw,

4, kr.Geo.Penniman, Bay City, who either
eatches or handles neariy all the fisz
caught at the mouth of the river, having
handled 236 tonse ‘last winter.

In the foliowing rnuies tnese persuns will

be referred to only @ich diffgrsnes ol opin-



ion ocour, or when it is thowsht best to

cite the authority for a statement.

. Pishermen on the lower course of the riv-
j‘bu;/ er work the entire seszson end would like to
W have the season opsn sbout 2 wesks @arlier
than it does, as the fish dbegin running
Quite wsll by the middle of October and the
first good run has passed by before Novem-
ber 1.

. Pishermen on the upper course of the riv-

e

wh er (from its source to several (6-7) miles
below SBaginaw) 4o not begin in the fall un-
til fee forms and eannot fish much later
than Mareh 1, when the river begins to rise
and threatens to earry the nets away in the
oeurrent, which is very strong. The current

is not so strong below and the nets are kept

in.
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The kinds of fish ea'ght in the River are:

Suckers. Persh.

*Shovel-nosed Pike."

Sunfish.

Rock Bass.
Blaaok Bass.

Catfish.

Bullheads.
Vall-eyes.

Buckers and Perch form the bulk of the

sateh. Mr.0arl thought Suckers formed 2/3
of the eateh and Persh 1/3, sll the rest
smounting to not mors than 2-3¥ of the whole.

These fish find a ready market in winter
becmuase they are fresh fish amd are pre-
ferred to frozen fish of other species
(whitefish, trout, &o)

Mr.Carl ssys the fish enter the river in
the foliowing order:

1. Bullheads and ocatfish last of Augat,
S g et PRSI NEE a .



first of Septembor.
2. Perech last of Septenber and first of

m———

Oetober.

3. Suckers Octobsr 1\ to somst;me in No-
vamber, the Yoveuber run being us wlly lisght-
or than ths October run, hente thieo desire
for an earlier asssson.

The Suckers of lest yesr thsn kxnown be-
fors fur a nunber of yeers. The yamar before
tney were very smell. This is the e¢amnon
testiowny and it is thought the fish rre
ringing Ssginew E.better grovnds for living
than formaerly.

é¢. The Wali-eys last yeer was so scarcs
that it pleyrs no pert in the fishing of last
vinter.

Spenking of the Wall-sye of previous
years, Lr.Tromble ami Lir.Psnnimen hawe ob-

sérved light runs in Jamary and February,.

They say that & thaw or rain which starts ¢
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surrent down the river into the Bzy “"draws®
the fish, and just after suvech timnes there is
gure tc be better [ishing end freavertly the
Well-2ye ascards £t tidds time,

The sreat mm of Vall-cye 18 in A, . ril
when Liay are pscanding tu soewn, lone of
these cre now cuaght, as tho nets must be
liftsd by April 1. Mr.Green scys before the
preaent law wes pe8sso in 1039 hie hies seen
$ or 6 tons of Walli-eres teken daily from
about 1€ pounds for &8 f& dsys. Thay would
be past in fram 10-30 days. rig 8nys the
Vall-eye eon find good spawning grond up
the tribitaries of tne Ssginey R.to 10 or 12
m.&bove Seginaw.

Hr,Penniman »nd othiers think tLisat whether
the ¥all-eye ascends the river or not in
April dspends on eircumstances. Il the riv-
er brezks up first, thery ozemd trie River.

If the !iay breakxs qp first, thery sawn in



the shallow water of tine Bay., They never
7 Sspavn under the ice. Suckers are alvweys
Vw“:‘?:‘, found following Wall-eyes for the spawn

which they eat in great quantities.

awﬁ*/w The river winter fishing is aone aitogeth-

P sr by the use of pound nets and fyke or hoop
7'7%” nets. The pound neis are used principally
in the lower course of the river in the deep-
or water, while the noop nets predaminate in
the upper oourse of tne river, but doth
kinds are found throughout the river's
length. The leaders snd hearts of the two
kinds of nets are made and used in the same
wvay,the only differsnce being in the trap or
pot.

The fishermen are sllowed to set nets ex-
z““’ﬁjfc/ tending scross 1/3 of the shannel from

sither side, leaving the middle 1/3 of the

channel open.
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in setiing the riets, the leaders srs fium
6-9 rods iong withi 5~inch or 6-ineh mesh.
The heart 18 frum 40 feet to 50 feet long of
4-inch mesh. The pots of the pound nets
vary in evea from 14 feet square to 13 feet
aqusire, whiie meny are l¢ feet by 13 feet,
and the depth varies with the depth of the
water [frum 12 feet to 16 feet, with a mesh
2 1/4-ineh or 3-inoch. The pots of the fyke
nets ars usually 20 feet in lengtih, {he mesh
being the uvame as in the pound nets.

kr.fromble and kr.Cari think 1i/3 of all
the nets are pounds and 1/2 fyxes.

kr.Penniman thinks & large msjority, 2/%
at least, are pound nets.

Byeaking for the 2 1/8 m.ol the river
sbove Saglnew, hr.Greun ssys 2/3 of the nets
ares fikeo nets. lie says delow Ssginuw the
pounds are more thian 1/2 the whole mummbcr.

msny of the [isnsimen begin work Novawor
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1. At this time they s3at in open waier
(vitho:t i1ce) and are usiaslly fished 4 weeks
(lest yosr & waeks) hefore the 10e bLezins to
form. When the iee berans to form, mnst of
the fishermen take out their nets am slsan
them thoroughly,; some drop thelr nevs to thes
bottum wiaiia tne 1ce 18 freezing. It tekes
about 2 wseks for tne ice to form aml tasn
the nets are setl under tune idg, A groove is
cut tiarough tho ics along the line of the
leader, enc the leader 1s drocvpsd in below
tha i1es, sumctimes the leader is frozsn in
tne ice. The heart is aset in the same way.
In sztting the pot a caks of ice is laft in
the pot., If the pot is 14 fse* sansrs, the
eeke of ice may dbe 10 fest square, leaving a
channzl of 2 fe2t on each sida of the ice
c2ke. The pot is liftad [rom this gseke of

tca. The pots are lifted every day if lish-

ing is at a1l good., The 1e6e in the narrow
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channel mist ba resroved and the pot drawn un-
der tiae cake of iss tu ons edge end lifted.
The fish are taken from the nets glive anmd
put immuedictely in ‘lm'gc boxss undax: the ice,
wiiare thney arg kapt until required for ship-
ment. Thase boxes ere lurss o.v.:;zxkﬁ t¢ hold
N or 3 tons of live fishn., Tha frke nats are
also liftod from the icu through an opsning
left faor thal purposs.

Tas fce or the river averapgss 2bout 12
inenss in tnicknass, somstimes reaching a
tnieknesg of 15 inches to 1lu inciws. Ina

sincle night thce ios over the opaning of the

nat fraezes to & t.icknass of « or 5 inashes.

Tha fisn ars taken alive from the doxes
under ths i09 and snippad dirastly to market,
by freizht if the weather is ocold, by ex-
press if the waaliier is warmer. The fish

are shippad alive, without ice, &nd Lrequent-



TH

ly reach Hew York City alive.

Mr.Tromble snd Mr.Carl think about 50X of
the egtire rivar eaton is snipped to New
York City and seld principally to the Jews;
40f £ind a sala et other points, no one
plecs taking 2 largs parseontazsg.

Kr.Geo.W,Grean, of Saginsw, finds a good
loeal market, espocially snwonz the oorer
peorle., 1lies firm slso kaeps & wapon on the
road amons, the fermars in the viecinity of St.
Louis, dich.,selling from one was;on adbout 2
tons per week, sometimes trading fish for

Pork-

dr.Tromble cam Vr.Carl éstincted the year-
ly eeteh on the river £t 13,000 brrrels of
200 ponkis secihy, mrking 1,300 tons., They ees-
timete, slso, that the fishernen receive on
mn sverage §3 per bsrrel,

Hr.Penmniman handle2d lest year at the
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mouth of the river 22¢ tons, ne estimated a

catoh of 500 tons below Bay City, sm 500

* tons ebove &y City, in all 1,000 tons.
Wr.Geo.¥.Green gave the [olloving esti-
mates for lest yemr's cateh from the soures
of the river to 4 m.below SBaginew, reprsssnt-
ing, as he thought, less than 1,/3, rerhaps
., 1/3 of the entire eatch of the river
ﬁf:,:’l Suokers., . . . ¢+ « + o ¢« « o 100 tona.
el Perehic + + « ¢ 4 o v o o . . 80
Shovel-nosed pike. . . . . 10
Sunfishe. o ¢ ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o 0o T ®
Black bass . . . . . . . e o 5 ¢
T2 v
It 18 quite prubable that the territory
oovered in this ecstimate 4vss not prodse
1/3 of the fish.
®
7 Mr.Tromhle and iir.Carl estimate that in
7/7::' this work about 300 nets and 150 men are em-
o< |
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ployed on Saginaw R, ,the nets, as a rule, bLo-
ing owned by the opesrator who usually ships
his own fish, They say 40 nets are opsrated
in a space of 2 m.from mouth of Sheboygan-
ning Cr.down the river to Center S5t.3ridges;
at other places the nets are not so numerous.

Mr.Pesnniman estimeted the mumber of nets
operated below Saginaw to mouth of the river
at 100 6ponted by 200 men, meking 2 men to
1l net, insterd of 1 man to 2 nets, as given
in the above eatimate.

Mr.Gresn says that above Saginaw about 80
nete are opercted, 50 of which ere fyvke nets
and 30 pound nets.

There are as many nets now in tie river
as ¢an be fished profitably. About the same
mmber have been fished during the past 3 or

4 years.
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Many of the fishermen work on logs, am
at other jobs along the river during tlis sun
mer. ilost of them, however, make winter
fishing their only, and slways their prinei-

pal, business,

40 yeears ago some of the early settlers
fished in the river after the ice broke up.
They used seines and cawht meny tons of
wall-eyes, which were alweys salted, &s they
could ship by boat only s few times each

year.,

25 years 8go pound nets were first used
in the river.

12 or 15 ysars ago fyke nets were first
used advantagesously in the river. They had
been used before, but were provided with
winge instead of leader and heart. Sines

the leader and heart have been ussd they
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fisgh ebot 28 well as the pouvnd,

Some fisring is dore ir. the river by set
lines; while on boet hetween 2zy City smd
Serpinew T srw two lines beinr lifted. They
were set a0ross the river and 2t intervels
of 5-10 feet on the mein line, short lines
abont 5 feet lonr were rtteched with hooke
on their fres end. JTn liftine, the mein

line wes lifted from a row-boat, sach short

line wag examined, fish caght were taken in-

to the boat &nd the line drorred hack into
the weter as the bost moved zlorg tha line.
I zaw two Ffish tasken from the hooks, both
of whieh were catfish,
Mr.Benaon seys that each sum:sr fish are
teken in this way worth fram 31,000 to

$1, 500,



